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Reading and Drama: A Chapter from Pinocchio 
 

Here is a chance to share a chapter of Carlo Collodi’s original story and at the same time get 
a little creative drama going with your students!  Included below is a famous scene from the 
book (and the Disney movie) when Pinocchio visits the Marionette theatre. 
 
Procedure 

• Read the chapter aloud once. 

• Discuss who the characters are, where the story takes place and what the central 
problem of the chapter is. 

• Explain to your students that they are going to create frozen images or statues of the 
characters and the action of the story! 

 
Drama Exploration 

• Guide students to find their own place in the room or to stand close to their own desks. 
On your cue (‘Freeze!’), guide students to shape their bodies like each of the 
characters.  As they create, encourage them to use more of their body to express 
something unique about each character. 

• ‘Pinocchio. 3, 2, 1, Freeze!’ 

• ‘The Marionettes. 3, 2, 1, Freeze!’ 

• And, so on. 
 
Story Drama 

• Guide students to pair up. 

• Tell them that you will read it again, pausing to have them create frozen pictures of 
important moments in the chapter. 

• As you read, pause at any moment you feel has strong drama in it.   

• Give the student pairs 15-20 seconds to talk about their idea. 

• ‘Show that moment. 3, 2, 1. Freeze!’ 

• If desired, have students share their frozen images. 
 
CHAPTER BACKGROUND: Pinocchio enters the Marionette theatre.  As he does, the 
Marionettes onstage see him and believe he is a brother of theirs. 
 
Adapted from Chapters 10 and 11 of Carlo Collodi’s Pinocchio 
It is impossible to describe the shrieks of joy, the warm embraces, the knocks, and the 
friendly greetings with which that strange company of dramatic actors and actresses received 
Pinocchio. 
 
The Marionettes made much racket, and, lifting up Pinocchio on their shoulders, carried him 
around the stage in triumph. 
 
At that very moment, the Director ‘Fire-Eater’ came out of his room. He had such a fearful 
appearance that one look at him would fill you with horror. His beard was as black as pitch, 
and so long that it reached from his chin down to his feet. His mouth was as wide as an oven, 
his teeth like yellow fangs, and his eyes, two glowing red coals. In his huge, hairy hands, a 
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long whip, made of green snakes and black cats’ tails twisted together, swished through the 
air in a dangerous way. 
 
At the unexpected apparition, no one dared even to breathe. One could almost hear a fly go 
by. Those poor Marionettes, one and all, trembled like leaves in a storm. 
 
“Why have you brought such excitement into my theater;” the huge fellow asked Pinocchio 
with the voice of an ogre suffering with a cold. 
 
“Believe me, your Honor, the fault was not mine.” 
 
“Enough! Be quiet! I’ll take care of you later.” 
 
Fire-Eater went to the kitchen, where a fine big lamb was slowly turning on the spit. More 
wood was needed to finish cooking it. He called Harlequin and Pulcinella and said to them: 
“Bring that Marionette to me! He looks as if he were made of well-seasoned wood. He’ll make 
a fine fire for this spit.” 
 
Harlequin and Pulcinella hesitated a bit. Then, frightened by a look from their master, they left 
the kitchen to obey him. A few minutes later they returned, carrying poor Pinocchio, who was 
wriggling and squirming like an eel and crying pitifully: “Father, save me! I don’t want to die! I 
don’t want to die!” 
 
When Fire-Eater saw the poor Marionette being brought in to him, struggling with fear, he felt 
sorry for him and began first to waver and then to weaken. Finally, he could control himself 
no longer and gave a loud sneeze. 
 
At that sneeze, Harlequin, who until then had been as sad as a weeping willow, smiled 
happily and leaning toward the Marionette, whispered to him: “Good news, brother mine! Fire 
Eater has sneezed and this is a sign that he feels sorry for you. You are saved!” 
 
For be it known, that, while other people, when sad and sorrowful, weep and wipe their eyes, 
Fire Eater, on the other hand, had the strange habit of sneezing each time he felt unhappy. 
The way was just as good as any other to show the kindness of his heart. 
 
After sneezing, Fire Eater, ugly as ever, cried to Pinocchio: “Stop crying! Your wails give me 
a funny feeling down here in my stomach and—E—tchee!—E—tchee!” Two loud sneezes 
finished his speech. 
 
“God bless you!” said Pinocchio. 
 
“Thanks! Are your father and mother still living?” demanded Fire Eater. 
 
“My father, yes. My mother I have never known.” 
 
“Your poor father would suffer terribly if I were to use you as firewood. Poor old man! I feel 
sorry for him! E—tchee! E—tchee! E—tchee!” Three more sneezes sounded, louder than 
ever. 
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“God bless you!” said Pinocchio. 
 
“Thanks! However, I ought to be sorry for myself, too, just now. My good dinner is spoiled. I 
have no more wood for the fire, and the lamb is only half cooked. Never mind! In your place 
I’ll burn some other Marionette. Hey there! Officers!” 
 
At the call, two wooden officers appeared, long and thin as a yard of rope, with queer hats on 
their heads and swords in their hands. 
 
Fire Eater yelled at them in a hoarse voice: “Take Harlequin, tie him, and throw him on the 
fire. I want my lamb well done!” 
 
Think how poor Harlequin felt! He was so scared that his legs doubled up under him and he 
fell to the floor. Pinocchio, at that heartbreaking sight, threw himself at the feet of Fire Eater 
and, weeping bitterly, asked in a pitiful voice which could scarcely be heard: 
 
 “Have pity, kind sir!” 
 
“There are no sirs here!” 
 
“Have pity, your Excellency!” 
 
On hearing himself addressed as your Excellency, the Director of the Marionette Theater sat 
up very straight in his chair, stroked his long beard, and becoming suddenly kind and 
compassionate, smiled proudly as he said to Pinocchio: “Well, what do you want from me 
now, Marionette?” 
 
“I beg for mercy for my poor friend, Harlequin, who has never done the least harm in his life.” 
 
“There is no mercy here, Pinocchio. I have spared you. Harlequin must burn in your place. I 
am hungry and my dinner must be cooked.” 
 
“In that case,” said Pinocchio proudly, as he stood up and flung away his cap of dough, “in 
that case, my duty is clear. Come, officers! Tie me up and throw me on those flames. No, it is 
not fair for poor Harlequin, the best friend that I have in the world, to die in my place!” 
 
These brave words, said in a piercing voice, made all the other Marionettes cry. Even the 
officers, who were made of wood also, cried like two babies. 
 
Fire Eater at first remained hard and cold as a piece of ice; but then, little by little, he softened 
and began to sneeze. And after four or five sneezes, he opened wide his arms and said to 
Pinocchio: “You are a brave boy! Come to my arms and kiss me!” 
 
Pinocchio ran to him and scurrying like a squirrel up the long black beard, he gave Fire Eater 
a loving kiss on the tip of his nose. 
 
“Has pardon been granted to me?” asked poor Harlequin with a voice that was hardly a 
breath. 
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“Pardon is yours!” answered Fire Eater; and sighing and wagging his head, he added: “Well, 
tonight I shall have to eat my lamb only half cooked, but beware the next time, Marionettes.” 
 
At the news that pardon had been given, the Marionettes ran to the stage and, turning on all 
the lights, they danced and sang till dawn. 
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Think About… 
 

You saw the HTY show Pinocchio. Maybe you’ve seen other plays, too. Now, what have you 
discovered about theater? 
 

What do actors do with their bodies and voices to help tell a story? 

 
 
 
 
 

How do the technical elements help tell a story? (Lights, Costumes, Props, Setting) 

 
 
 
 
 

How do costumes help the actors play their characters? 

 
 
 
 
 

How does the design of the set help the audience better know the story? 

 
 
 
 
 

What is the role of an audience when watching a play? 

 
 
 
 
 

How is your role as audience different when you watch movies, television, or live theatre? 

 
 
 
 

How does a play help us understand our world better?   
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Connect Literature to the Play 
 
There are many books on local library shelves that contain themes and ideas that are similar 
to PINOCCHIO. Use your play-going experience to introduce and explore new books with 
your students and to discuss those themes and ideas. 
 
BEFORE SEEING THE HTY PLAY 
READ Where the Wild Things are by Maurice Sendak 
 
 Talk about: 

Fitting in – How does being different make it easy or hard to fit in with others? 
Transformation – Some characters in stories change on the inside.  Some 
change on the outside.  How and why did the character in Wild Things change? 
Family – What defines a family – Who you live with or who you care about? 
Who is the family in this story and how do you know? 
Feelings – Your feelings can affect your relationships – How did that happen in 
this story? 

 
AFTER SEEING THE HTY PLAY 
READ The Golem by David Wisniewski 
 
 Talk about: 

Fitting in – How does being different make it easy or hard to fit in with others? 
Transformation – Some characters in stories change on the inside.  Some 
change on the outside.  How and why did the character in Golem change? 
Feelings – Your feelings can affect your relationships – How did that happen in 
this story? 
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Story Review: Adventure Map 
 

Guide students to create a map that shows each place where Pinocchio experienced his 
adventures throughout the story.  
 
The book The Once Upon a Time Map Book by B.G. Hennessy and Peter Joyce is a 
wonderful example of how to create maps of fantasy literary lands. 
 

• Where is Gepetto’s house?  

• Where might Pinocchio meet the Fox and Cat? 

• Where is the Marionette Theatre? 

• Where might the whale be? 
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Gepetto and the Whale 
 
Have students create a puppet version of Gepetto in the Whale! 
 
Supplies Needed 

• Spring type clothes pin that opens and closes  

• Crayons, markers or colored pencils  

• Colored Paper or Foam Board 

• Glue or hot glue gun and glue stick  

• Scissors  

 
Procedure 

1. Color the whale and Gepetto  

2. Cut out the whale and Gepetto  

3. Cut the whale in half following line  

4. Line whale halves on clothes pin with tail just covering the metal part of the pin (1 1/2" 
of the pin will be visible)  

5. Glue top half of whale on upper part of clothes pin  

6. Glue bottom half of whale on lower part of clothes pin  

7. Glue Gepetto on the lower half of clothes pin behind the lower half of the whale  
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Character Comparison Chart 
 
Discuss differences and similarities of attitude and interest between the characters of the 
play.  Either post the following chart or distribute copies to the students and guide them 
through a discussion identifying the differences and similarities of the characters. 
 

 Pinocchio Gepetto Cricket Harlequin 

What is the 
character’s 
wish or 
dream? 

    

Why does the 
character want 
that wish or 
dream? 

    

How does the 
character feel 
about other 
characters? 

    

How does the 
character treat 
people or 
animals 
closest to him 
or her? 
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Dear HTY Actors:  
My favorite part of your play was ____________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________ 
 

A Picture of my favorite part 
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Story Starters 
 
Guide students to start a fantastic story with these writing prompts from authors and leaders. 
Distribute copies of this page, or show them on your smart board.  Have individuals or teams 
create their own story ideas! 
 

Adapted from: https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/story-starters-eight-great-ways-
kick-story/ 
 

"Once upon a time, in a deep dark wood, in 
a teeny tiny cottage with a straw roof, lived 
a big rat. His name was Claude."  
from Tomie dePaola, children's book author 

"Deep, deep down in the ocean as I was 
minding my own business..."  
from Lily Wong, professor, Southeast Asia 
Union College 

"Way back in the back hills where even the 
ants didn't go, I remember..."  
from Jerry Tello, author and education 
consultant 

"In old grandmother's trunk there was a ..."  
from Rebeca Barrera, president, National 
Latino Children's Institute 

"There once was a rabbit who loved to 
dance."  
From Laura Sims, storyteller, author, and 
educator 
 

"My grandmother used to tell me home is 
where the heart is. I did not understand 
what she meant by that until one stormy 
night when ..."  
from Deborah Eaton, president, National 
Association for Family Child Care 

"Long ago, in a faraway place, there was a 
land filled with wonder. In this fantastic 
place there was a little girl. She was very 
special, for she had a magic ..."  
from Robert Kikuchi-Yngojo and Nancy 
Wang, members of Eth-Noh-Tec, an Asian 
storytelling troupe 

"It started out just like any other school day. 
I finished the last soggy pieces of cereal 
from my bowl full of milk. (I always pour too 
much!) But as I grabbed my coat and ran 
out the door, I couldn't believe my eyes!"  
from Marian Wright Edelman, president and 
founder, Children's Defense Fund 
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A Puppet You 
 
Pinocchio began his life as a puppet, but then earned the chance to be a real boy.  Imagine 
you were a puppet.  How would you look if you were made of wood and had strings? 
 

DRAW YOURSELF AS A PUPPET 
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 Meet the Actor: Junior Tesoro 
 
Where were you born?  
Born Hermenigildo Domingo Tesoro, Jr. in 
Agaña, Guam, but moved to Hawaii when I 
was only eight months old.  Mom calls me 
Hermie, some friends call me Jun jun, siblings 
call me June. 
 
Where did you go to school? 
I attended St. Theresa’s for nine years!  Then I 
taught a special drama class for my fourth 
grade teacher,  Miss Rowley!  Mrs. Ueda is still 
waiting for me to come back to teach her 
class...sorry, Mrs. Ueda! 
 
Who was your best friend when you were a kid? 
My best friend at the time was Jeffrey Yeda or Brian Ozama! 

 
What were your favorite stories? 
I always enjoyed reading about “Babar the 
Elephant” or “The Five Chinese Brothers”, but 
when I had my son I would recreate “Where the 
Wild Things Are” for him, and he’d be tickled when 
we’d have ‘gnashing of teeth’ and ‘slash our 
claws’! 
 
When did you start doing theatre? 
My very first play was in eighth grade, and I played 
the court jester.  My first play at Hawaii Pacific 
College, I played an English accountant, and gave 
him a unique laugh that included my aunt’s 
cackle!  My first play at HTY was “Hula Heart” by 
Velina Houston. 
 
Why do you like doing theatre?  
The creative process of dreaming up a character, 
and having a creative team build a whole STORY 
and world for this character is crazy AWESOME! 
 

What’s been the most rewarding part of working on this play?  
When something is “not challenging”, you can easily approach the role or character with 
nothing new or original.  Always shake things up!  Always give your character some spice 
and flavor:  in the voice or action or the face or a secret only you know.  If the director says, 
“too much”, THEN you pull back.  That may mean, now you give to your team.  Just give 
anything!  Your audience wants to take you in.  Let them inhale with their eyes! 
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Meet the Actor: Maki’ilei Ishihara 
 
Where were you born?  
I was born in Honolulu at the Kapiʻolani Medical center and raised in Kāneʻohe.  
 
Where did you go to school?  
I attended St.Ann’s Church and Model School from 
Kindergarten to 8th grade. Then attended Sacred Hearts 
Academy for high school.  
 
What were your favorite stories as a kid? 
I loved listening to stories my tūtū told me about growing 
up in Ka’alaea, working the lo’i (taro patch), and growing up 
in pre-state Hawai’i.  
 
When did you start acting? 
I started acting by telling stories and doing impersonations 
of my family members at gatherings growing up. Then at 
school I did some plays for the Christmas program and 
church events. I started doing more full length plays and 
musicals in college at Windward Community College in 
2008.  

 
 
 
Why do you like theatre? 
Theatre is true magic! On stage we can change all the 
things we want to change, meet the people we want to 
meet, and become anything. I love that theatre allows me 
to share experiences/adventures with so many people and 
that after the performance we feel like closer friends.  
 
What’s the most challenging part of acting? 
Challenging parts include finding true ways my characters 
interact with the world (ways that are not Maki’ilei), 
making sure to stretch everyday keeping my body ready to 
move and perform.   

 


