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How do you Make a Play? 
 
Teachers:  We suggest you introduce one or two concepts a day before seeing the play.  
 
A PLAY… 
A play involves many artists working together. The artists who create the different parts are 
performing artists, visual artists, writers and musicians.  Here is a description of what they do. 
 
THE SCRIPT… 
The script of a play consists of what the characters say (DIALOG) and do (ACTION).  The Playwright is 
a WRITER.    If desired, please see the activities READ ALOUD-A Scene from the Play and THE 
PLAYWRIGHT-Lee Cataluna   
 
CHARACTERS… 
The people or animals that inhabit the story.  Actors play the CHARACTERS and rehearse the DIALOG 
and ACTION.  An actor is a PERFORMING ARTIST. If desired, please see the activity MEET THE ACTOR-
Sean Choo. 
 
COSTUMES…   
What the actors wear to show their character.  The Costume Designer draws a plan to make the 
COSTUMES. 
 
SETS & SCENERY…   
The things that show where the play is happening.    The Set Designer draws a plan, builds the sets, 
paints the scenery     
 
PROPS…   
Are the small things that the actors carry and use in the play like a broom or some donuts.  The Props 
Master or Designer makes or collects the props.   
 
MUSIC AND SOUND EFFECTS… 
Music creates feeling and excitement.  The sound effects are special noises like squeaky doors.  The 
Sound Designer/Composer creates music, sound effects, and is a MUSICIAN. 
 
The Director guides all the DESIGNERS and ACTORS.  The director makes sure their ideas work 
together.  The director also rehearses the actors.    
 
See how the artists work together at HTY!  And guide students to write about their experience with 
the Study Guide Activity WRITE A REVIEW. 
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Review the Play 
 
When writing a review of a performance, there is a lot to consider. You might not comment on every 
part of the show but the following outline can help you develop ideas for a review. 
 
The Performance 
Which parts grabbed your attention most? Why? 
 
 
 
 
Which did you think was the funniest?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
What themes were presented in the comedy sketches? 
 
 
 
 
 
Which of the characters seemed like people you've noticed or know? 
 
 
 
 
 
How did the sketches capture a sense of Hawaii and being local? 
 
 
 
 
The Acting 
What did the actors do to change characters from sketch to sketch? 
 
 
 
 
What did you like about each of the actors? 
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Interview with History 
 
Talk about conducting interviews. Explain how an interview is just a conversation with active 
listening.  Guide students through the following steps and write interview questions, using the 
template below, Interview Guideline.  
 

Prepare: Choose someone to interview – A relative, friend, neighbor, veteran, retired teacher or 
principal, member of a senior citizens group, a person in your community.  Pick someone whose story 
you’d like to discover.  Maybe it’s your own mother! 
 

Plan: Write questions. For starters, first use questions about your interview subject’s own personal 
memories. These will relax your subject and help you gather information about your subject’s 
personal experiences.  
 

Interview: Meet with your subject. Be on time. Bring along your questions. Record the interview 
(computer, smartphone, tablet), but be sure your subject agrees to it. If your subject tells a different 
story then your question, let him/her finish and then ask your next question.  
 

Follow-Up: Be sure to send a thank-you letter to your interview subject. 
 
 

Interview Guideline 
 
Write three warm-up questions about the person’s place of birth, hometown, occupation, childhood, 
or favorite activities. 
 
1. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Write at least six questions to help you get stories  
 
1. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. ________________________________________________________________________ 
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Prepare some follow-up questions. These questions should help you to get more detailed information 
from your interviews. 
 
1. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sample questions to get you started... 

• What are some of your childhood memories? What games did you play when you were a 
child?  

• How are holidays traditionally celebrated in your family? What holidays are the most 
important?  

• What was the happiest (funniest or saddest) memory? 

• What was your biggest accomplishment? 

• What actions would you change if you had a chance to re-live those years again? 
 

Ask for details or explanations… 

• How did the story begin or end? 

• Why did this happen...? 

• Why was this important? 

• What happened next...? 

• Can you describe the scene...? 

• Who was there with you? 
 



2018-19 Home of the Brave 

A Scene from the Play, Home of the Brave 
 
The playwright, Lee Cataluna, labels the first scene of her play as “A choral piece for four actors.” 
Have groups of students read aloud the play, as you imagine the actors might. 
 
Procedure: 

• Create groups of four 

• Hand out copies of the scene 

• Have each group decide who will speak which lines (and write their names by each line) 

• Have each group read aloud the scene, speaking together on the “All” lines 
 

HOME OF THE BRAVE opening scene 
 

ALL:   My family is a military family 

 My home is where ever we’re stationed.  

 I am a military brat. 

 That’s what they call the child of a sailor 

 A soldier 

 An airman 

 A marine  

 The military has its own words, and lots of short ways of saying longer things. 

 MOS means Military Occupational Specialty which means “job”. MWR means Morale, 

Welfare and Recreation, which means “fun”. 

 PCS means permanent change of station. PCS means to move. 

ALL:  We PCS a lot. 

 I have friends in different countries. 

 When teachers pull down the world map, I can say, “I’ve been there and there and there” 

 I was born in Germany, but I’m not German. 

 I lived in Japan but that’s not my home. 
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 Sometimes, you’re brand new to a place but it feels like home. 

ALL:    HOME 

 And then - 

ALL:  You PCS again. 

 I worry about my mom when she’s deployed to Afghanistan. 

 I worry about my dad when he’s on a ship in the East China Sea. 

 It’s not an easy life, but there are good things. 

 I know things other kids don’t know. 

 I can name every aircraft in the sky.  

 I can make new friends really fast. 

 I can pack everything I own – 

ALL:  Into two boxes. 

 I’m good at waiting,  

 good at helping,  

 good at adjusting. 

 It’s a challenging life, but I love it, 

 though it’s not for everybody. 

 You have to make a home wherever you end up. 

 You have to know what it means to be  

ALL:  brave. 
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Pre-Show Discussion 
 
Below are some questions related to the themes and action of the play. 
 

Family 
▪ Why is family important? 
▪ What’s something you enjoy doing with your family? 
▪ What do you believe is something that family should always do for each other? 
▪ What’s something special you’ve done for your family? 
▪ Who in your family has accomplished something special? What did she/he do? 
 
Memories: Special experiences are important to each of us. 

• What’s one of the most exciting experiences you remember having with your family? 

• What is one of the scariest? 
 

Friendship  
▪ What makes someone a friend? 
▪ What do you and your friends most like to do? 
▪ How do friends care for each other?  What do friends like to do together? 
▪ What happens when your friend is feeling bad? How do you help your friend? 
▪ Have you and your friends ever had problems?  What caused the problem between you? 

How did you fix it? 
 
Identity 
▪ How do you define who you are? 
▪ How does your ethnicity influence who you are and what you believe? 
▪ Many of us can claim more than one ethnicity.  If you claim more than one, how does 

each influence who you are? 
▪ Why are your ethnicity or ethnicities important to you? 
▪ How do you share your ethnicity with others? 
 

Cultural Heritage 
▪ Where is the place you call ‘home’?  Why is that place ‘home’ to you? 
▪ What do you know about the history of your culture(s)? 
▪ What do people in your family or from your ‘home’ value?  Why is that important to them? 
▪ What would you want other people to respect about your cultural heritage(s)? 
 

Tolerance 
▪ What is ‘tolerance’? Why do you believe tolerance is important in our world today? 
▪ In the news we hear of groups that disagree with each other turning to violence and riots?  

Why do you think they believe fighting helps solve their disagreement? 
▪ How might you suggest groups that disagree solve their differences? 
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‘I am From’ poem 
 
The ‘I am From’ poem template helps guide students to write a poem that celebrates the uniqueness 
of who they are and where they are from.  The poem demonstrates that ‘home’ is not always a place, 
but also memories, treasured objects or ideas. 
 
Procedure:  

1. Write topic headings on the board that refer to those aspects that make each of us unique  
(Birth place; Ethnicity; Favorite foods, games, subjects, nature, etc.; Family names; Something 
a parent always says; A family tradition or other topics).   

2. Ask students for ideas to include on the board under each topic.  
3. Distribute the accompanying Poem Template. 
4. Guide students to fill in the blanks with ideas you discussed. 
5. Have students read aloud their ‘I am from’ poems to each other.  
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I am From… poem 

I am from ______________________________________________________________________  
(a specific item from home)  

 
from __________________________________________________________________________  

(two products or objects from when you were younger)  
 
I am from ______________________________________________________________________  

(a word that describe the place you were born) 
 
and ___________________________________________________________________________  

(other words to describe the place you were born)  
 
I am from ______________________________________________________________________  

(a plant, tree or natural item that you like)  
 
whose _________________________________________________________________________  

(if that natural item were a person, what kind of person would it be?)  
 
I am from ______________________________________________________________________  

(a family name)  
 
from ________________________________ and _______________________________________  

(another family name)    (another family name) 
 
I am from ______________________________________________________________________  

(something that makes your family special) 
 
and from ______________________________________________________________________  

(something else that makes your family unique)  
 
I am from ______________________________________________________________________  

(something your mother or father always tells you to remember)  
 
I am from ___________________________ and _______________________________________  

(an ancestor)     (another ancestor) 
 
and from ______________________________________________________________________  

(something special about your ancestor)  
 
I am from these moments _________________________________________________________  

 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________  

(repeat two or three ideas from earlier in the poem)   
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The Playwright: Lee Cataluna 
 
  
Where were you born?  
Wailuku, Maui 
  
Where did you go to school? 
My family moved around a lot, and though I am not from a military 
family, I was the new kid many times. I went to 9 different schools before 
I graduated from high school (my family ended up back on Maui and I 
graduated from Baldwin High). After that, University of the Pacific in 
Stockton CA for undergrad and University of California Riverside for my 
MFA in Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts. 
   
Who was your best friend when you were a kid? 
New best friend at every school, but my longest best friend was Kanani. 
  
When did you start writing, or playwriting in particular? 
I took a playwriting class taught by Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl and was so inspired by her.  In terms of 
writing, I always loved to write, even when I was a little kid. 

  
How did you start on this play?  
The initial idea for the play came from the HTY company. Once I was asked 
to be part of the project, I started by visiting elementary schools on 
military bases and talking to kids to get their ideas about what to include 
in a play that would reflect their experiences.  
  
What’s been the most rewarding part of writing this play?  
There are the amazing stories from military families we heard as we were 
working on the script. Then, each time the show is performed, we hear 
more stories - - stories that are beautiful and heartbreaking and inspiring 
and mind-blowing. There are as many different stories about being a kid in 
a military family as there are kids from military families, and it has been a 
humbling honor to learn about these experiences. 
  

What’s been the most challenging part of writing this play? 
There was a time in San Diego when we had a room full of military families who came to watch a 
rehearsal of the play and critique it afterward.  I sat in a corner and watched their responses to the 
play.  Kids were jumping out of their seats because they recognized their lives on stage. Parents were 
nodding and smiling. Marines were weeping.  It was the most intense reaction I’ve ever gotten to a 
play, especially a rehearsal.  We were told, “You got it!  You nailed it!”  It was awesome. And after 
this intense, amazing experience, the audience left and the creative team got together and I was told, 
“The script is too long. You have to cut 10 minutes.”  OUCH!  Hahaha.  
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Meet the Actor: Sean Choo 
 
Where were you born?  
I was born in Honolulu. 
 
Where did you go to school? 
I went to Kamehameha. 
 
Who was your best friend when you were a kid? 
I didn’t have a best friend until high school, my friend Kamarin. 
 
What were your favorite stories? 
My favorite stories as a kid was “The Magician’s Nephew”, 
Greek myths, and “The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly 
Stupid Tales”. 
 
When did you start doing theatre? 
I did a nativity scene gig in preschool, and had to do a play in 5th grade. I really started acting when I 
was 16. 

 
Why do you like doing theatre?  
I like theatre because it’s like seeing imagination come to life, 
like no other art form. It’s like a real-life video game, where 
you can play pretend. I love thinking and reflecting and going 
on a journey with some characters and an audience for a 
couple hours in a theater. It’s like my favorite thing to do. 
 
What’s been the most rewarding part of working on this 
play?  
Working on Home of the Brave is very touching to me. I 
worked a little bit on Hickam as a musician for a church 
service, and even though many of my relatives served in the 
military, I never had a real military experience until I worked 
there. I’m honored to be sharing a story about a sub-culture 
we don’t think too much about, and I’m excited to have other 
children understand a snippet of what their classmates or 
family members go thru being a military family. 
  

 


